
Town of Canton Planning Board
Meeting Minutes

June 5, 2023
Municipal Boardroom - 60 Main Street, Canton

6:00pm

Members Present
Chairperson Ian MacKellar, John Casserly, Betsy Hodge, William Myers, Sigie Barr (alternate)

Members Absent
Eric Barr, Dakota Casserly (alternate)

Others Present
Code Enforcement Officer Michael McQuade; Solar Lawyer Bill Buchan; Applicant Michael Fingar (Zoom); Applicant
Counsel Ari Goldberg (Zoom); Resident Ruta Ozols (Zoom); Resident Michael Heaney; Resident Cathy Shrady; Resident
Margaret Mauch; Resident Leslie Clark

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 6:01pm by chairperson Ian MacKellar. Alternate member Sigie Barr was designated
full member of the Board for the purposes of this meeting only by chairperson MacKellar, as full member Eric Barr was
unavailable.

Agenda Items
1. Old Business

a. Discussion of proposed solar project at 161 Meade Road, Canton - review of resolution revisions
Counsel for the project Ari Goldberg reviewed the changes proposed for the resolution:

● Conditions #4-6: After the last meeting these conditions continued to be reviewed through a
number of internal meetings. Upon further discussion, the proposed changes to these conditions
were removed and the conditions now reflect those of the original resolution which was passed by
the Planning Board. These conditions are the same as those from other solar project approvals.

● Condition #12: One change was made to reflect the Permit 33 reference.
● Conditions #15-16: These conditions were changed to add the requirement of due process, and

reference the original approval of the resolution.
It was noted that all changes have been previously discussed line-by-line in other meetings. Solar
Attorney for the Town Bill Buchan noted that these changes resolve the differences originally indicated,
and the revised resolution is solid. Action by the Planning Board at this meeting would be warranted.
Although there is always a possibility of a legal challenge and revising the resolution opens the 30 day
statute of limitations again, it is unlikely that this resolution will be challenged. Code Enforcement Officer
Mike McQuade noted that he has no additional comments on the proposed changes and agrees with the
updated resolution.



All changed items from the previously approved resolution were read for the record - a copy of the
updated resolution is attached to these minutes.

A motion was made by John Casserly to approve the updated resolution as presented to the Planning
Board at this meeting; the motion was seconded by William Myers. The approval was put to a roll call
vote, and upon unanimous agreement the approval of the resolution carried.

Applicant Michael Fingar noted that he appreciated the Planning Board’s time, and they look to beginning
construction on the project as soon as possible.

The following individuals left the Zoom meeting at this time (6:15pm): Michael Fingar, Ari Goldberg,
Bill Buchan.

2. New Business
a. Preliminary review of proposed project at 1734 State Highway 68, Canton (No Dogs Left Behind, Inc.)

An update on the proposed project was offered by Code Enforcement Officer (CEO) Michael McQuade:
● A copy of the two applications (original and revised) as presented to the CEO were provided to

the Planning Board.
● CEO McQuade noted that the need for a SEQR for this project is unlikely, as these are generally

only done when construction that creates ground disturbance is proposed. The application as
presented indicates no planned expansion of the property at this time.

● It was noted that a number of concerns regarding the project have been raised by the public.
A motion was made by John Casserly to allow for public comment on the project at this time; the motion
was seconded by Betsy Hodge and carried.

A number of concerns were brought before the board by members of the public, and discussed in depth by
the Planning Board.

● It was noted that the County Planning Board will be reviewing the proposed project at their next
meeting on Thursday, June 8. The panel of 14 members will review the proposal and offer their
recommendation - the Town Planning Board does have the authority to supersede any
recommendations with a majority-plus-one vote.

● A detailed timeline of the project to date was offered by members of the public, noting that
several small structures have already gone up on the site.

● The public voiced the following specific concerns:
○ Regarding the initial application and their inconsistencies, and their inadequacy regarding

the project.
○ The number of dogs proposed to be located on-site; this number has been fluid and

difficult to pinpoint.
○ The responsibility of monitoring of the project - specifically who will be responsible for

making sure all concerns are being addressed and any conditions are being met.
○ Appropriate facilities should be provided for the dogs ensuring their welfare and proper

care. They must be properly caged and the property secured.
○ The barking and noise coming from the facility is a major concern and has posed

significant difficulties for the neighboring properties.
■ Tickets have been issued by the Dog Control Officer for the Town, and a court

appearance is scheduled for June 26 at Canton Town Court.
■ A zoning complaint regarding the barking has also been placed by a resident.



○ There are significant concerns regarding potential environmental issues and lack of
planning on the part of the project applicant; specifically the handling of dog waste, and
the potential for groundwater contamination issues.

○ Additional concerns regarding a lack of appropriate veterinary care in the area and who
would be affected by this were also raised.

● Questions were posed regarding the lease arrangement and liability - it was noted by Counsel Bill
Buchan that the Town Planning Board can request a copy of the lease as part of their review.

● CEO McQuade noted that the project did not originally have the proper registration; however this
has been resolved and a registration to operate a shelter was approved by the Department of
Agriculture and Markets on May 23. He also indicated that there doesn’t appear to be any specific
oversight for this type of project as the Department of Agriculture and Markets does not regulate
the types of concerns being brought to the Town and has no jurisdiction once the certificate is
issued.

● Chairperson MacKellar (a retired veterinarian) noted that he would be in contact with Agriculture
& Markets and local veterinarians regarding the care of the animals at the facility.

● It was noted that when the public hearing is held for this project, some of these issues can be
addressed and any appropriate conditions can be placed in the resolution if the project is
approved.

○ In addition, some of these concerns, while valid, do not apply to the Planning Board and
the process of special use permit approval.

○ The Planning Board was reminded that although the concerns may be valid, they can not
be arbitrary and capricious in their decisions and can only base their decisions on the
process of enforcing the code as written.

b. Other
● As mentioned in an email from Planning Board member Dakota Casserly, updates regarding the

Rich Road solar project were provided:
○ The project was submitted to ORES and returned as incomplete - a 46 page report was

generated by ORES noting all issues with the application. This was expected by the
project applicant as well as the Town.

○ A tour of a sheep grazing operation within a solar project has been scheduled for June 29
from 9am-12pm in Arnprior, Canada for those interested in learning more about this
process.

○ A webinar is being offered by EDF Renewables (project applicant) tomorrow (June 6) to
present their progress to date - the link is available on the Town website.

● CEO McQuade indicated the possibility of an additional community solar project application that
may be sent to the Planning Board; however no application or plans have been received at this
time. It was noted that the applicant has been made aware of potential capacity issues.

● The Town is reviewing their new Zoning regulations on Wednesday, June 14 and may vote to
accept or table them for further review.

○ It was noted that regulations for anaerobic digesters will be part of this discussion.

Next Meetings
Upcoming meetings of the Town Planning Board are tentatively scheduled as follows:

● July 10, 2023 at 6:00pm
This meeting will be held in the courtroom of the municipal building at 60 Main Street, Canton. The option to participate
remotely will be made possible by way of Zoom Virtual Meeting.



Adjournment
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by John Casserly; the motion was seconded by Betsy Hodge and carried. The
meeting was adjourned at 7:48pm.

Date: June 29, 2023 Jeni Reed
Recording Secretary
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