
Town of Canton Planning Board
Meeting Minutes

March 6, 2023
Municipal Boardroom - 60 Main Street, Canton

6:00pm

Members Present
Chairperson Ian MacKellar, John Casserly, Betsy Hodge, William Myers, Eric Barr, Dakota Casserly (alternate)

Members Absent
Sigie Barr (alternate)

Others Present
Paul Mitchell (North Country This Week), Richard Cassara, Thomas Archeluta, Joel Howie, John T. Hayes, Peggy J.
Hayes, Matt Scafidi-McGuire, Anna Sorensen (Village Trustee), Cindy Randi, Joe Hens (Ingalls), Barbara Lee, Holly
Crabill (Nautilus Solar), Randy Brown (Town Councilman)

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 6:01pm by chairperson Ian MacKellar.

Agenda Items
1. Old Business

a. Discussion of proposed solar project at 295 State Highway 310, Canton
Chairperson Ian MacKellar clarified for those gathered for the meeting that the public hearing regarding this
solar project has already been held, and confirmed that the public informational meeting regarding the Rich
Road solar project will be held next Thursday.

i. SEQR Parts II & III
○ Chairperson MacKellar led the board in a full review of the SEQR Part II for this project. See

attached copies of the completed SEQR documents for details.
○ Chairperson MacKellar led the Board in a review of the SEQR Part III for this project. See

attached copies of the completed SEQR documents for details.
■ In order to evaluate the environmental significance of the project, there are three possible

declarations:
● Negative Declaration - the project will result in no significant adverse impact on the

environment, and therefore an environmental impact statement need not be prepared.
● Conditional Negative Declaration - the project could have a significant adverse impact

on the environment, but that impact will be avoided or substantially mitigated by
conditions placed on the applicant.

● Positive Declaration - the project may result in one or more significant adverse impacts
on the environment and an environmental impact statement must be prepared.



A resolution was read by Chairperson Ian MacKellar, to approve a SEQR Negative Declaration of
Environmental Impact (see attached).
A roll call vote of the Town Planning Board was taken, to accept the resolution as read. Results were
as follows:

Yea - 5
Nay - 0

The resolution was passed by unanimous vote. See attached copy of the approved resolution for
details.

ii. Discussion & potential action on special use permit request
Bill Myers made a motion to allow for public comment on the proposed project prior to any final action;
the motion was seconded by John Casserly and carried. The following public comments were offered:

● Several individuals noted that the land has previously been utilized for significant agricultural
activity.

● It was also noted that the public felt that United Helpers has not indicated official support of the
project.

● Joel Howie, Resident - stated that he feels there are a lot of more appropriate locations for solar
panels, and that we are making a mistake in covering our farmland with solar panels. He also
noted that they create an aesthetic issue, and he is particularly concerned about wildlife impacts
and stormwater issues. However he also stated that SolAmerica has been very upfront and honest
with him in their communications.

● The public noted that they felt there would be more wildlife impact at this location than what was
reported.

● Anna Sorensen, Village Trustee - stated that the Village has concerns about the project being
located directly adjacent to the public infrastructure, and this location would be prime in an effort
to build resiliency. This project would have an impact on opportunities to expand the local tax
base, and she noted that the Canton Comprehensive Plan seems to suggest that future expansion
could occur in this location out toward Route 310.

● The theoretical question was posed that the possible uses of this specific land are limited, and
how realistic are any other potential uses? Additional comments were made that the Village
should focus on the downtown core rather than looking to expand to the outskirts.

● It was during the public comment that it was mentioned that SolAmerica is the developer of the
project, but will then be turning the project over to Nautilus who will be the long term owners
with no plans to sell the project.

○ It is anticipated that the construction of the project will take 150-170 days once it begins.
○ The current plan is to begin construction in May 2023. Concerns involved traffic issues

near the school and United Helpers, but the developers indicated that flaggers would be
utilized and there would be no impediment. Greenspark Solar (an EPC contractor) will be
doing the actual construction of the project.

○ Nautilus intends to work with the neighbors of the project site as needed to discuss issues
and concerns.

○ It was asked where the power will be distributed and the response indicated it would be
sent into the local grid. Nautilus will be working in the community to subscribe
households to the project.

● Thomas Archeluta, resident - he has lived in Canton for 40 years, and holds concerns that the
solar panels will create an undesirable “urban” look.



● Counsel Bill Buchan noted that there is a limit to how much solar energy the grid can support;
however this project has been approved by National Grid and should be the last project under
current capacity.

● It was also noted that the State of New York has made these projects more economical to pursue.
● Questions were posed about the PILOT agreement; it was noted that this is handled by the County

IDA, and any questions or concerns could be addressed to the Town Board for further
information. NYSERDA requires the implementation of a PILOT and a Community Benefit
Agreement for every Community Solar Project.

Bill Myers made a motion to close the public comment period; the motion was seconded by John Casserly
and carried.

A written resolution to approve the proposed solar project at 295 State Highway 310 was read by John
Casserly (see attached). Please note that an additional item (#21) was added to the resolution during this
meeting, and that as a condition of approval, the applicant will meet with surrounding property owners
and develop and provide to the Town of Canton Planning Board an updated landscaping plan and visual
impact assessment.

A roll call vote of the Town Planning Board was taken, to accept the resolution as read. Results were as
follows:

Yea - 4
Nay - 1 (John Casserly: John noted that although all requirements have been addressed, he
strongly feels that this location is not the right one for this project and would defer to the
comments made by the Village and the County Planning Board.)

The resolution was passed by a majority plus one vote.

The proposed solar project at 295 State Highway 310 was approved for a special use permit by the Town
Planning Board.

2. New Business
a. Other

● An informational meeting regarding the proposed Rich Road solar project will be held on March
16 at 6:00pm.

● No business is currently of concern for the regularly scheduled April meeting of the Town
Planning Board - it is unlikely that there will be a need for the meeting.

● Dakota Casserly offered a comment that the Town Planning Board should discuss the possibility
of making a recommendation to the Town Board to reconsider the current Solar Law and add
potential buffers for the Village.

○ The Town is currently addressing the new Zoning Code, so now would probably be the
best time to look at this.

Next Meetings
Upcoming meetings of the Town Planning Board are tentatively scheduled as follows:

● May 1, 2023 at 6:00pm
This meeting will be held in the boardroom of the municipal building at 60 Main Street, Canton. The option to participate
remotely will be made possible by way of Zoom Virtual Meeting.



Adjournment
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by John Casserly; the motion was seconded by Bill Myers and carried. The
meeting was adjourned at 8:50pm.

Date: July 9, 2023 Jeni Reed
Recording Secretary
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