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SUMMARY 
 
March 9, 2023 
 
TO: Leigh Rodriguez 
 
FROM: Michele Palmer 
 

RE: Willow Island Park Enhancements Public Informational Meeting March 9, 2023 
 
Whitham Planning Design Landscape Architecture along with members of the Village Board of 
Trustees, Village and Town Staff hosted a public information open house on March 9, 2023 from 
4:00 to 7:00 pm. Artist Matthew Mazzotta was also present to share his potential sculpture 
project to be installed in the park. (6) 24” x 36” posters on easels were provided for discussion, 
attached. 
 
Members of the public were requested to sign in, but it appeared that 5-6 people did not. The 
estimated total attendance was approximately 25 people, sign-in sheet attached. Written 
comment forms and post-it notes were provided. (1) comment form was completed.  
 
In speaking with a variety of community members, the following verbal suggestions, concerns, 
and comments were heard (in no particular order or attribution): 

• Park is a gateway to Canton, opportunity for gateway sign/landscape feature/ statue - 
specifically recommended some kind of canoe sculpture in reference to J.H. Rushton 
canoes, or "bucking bronco" in reference to Frederic Remington. Opportunity to display 
community identity. 

• Suggestion to explore use of pervious asphalt for parking area as method to mitigate oil 
leakage from cars entering river. 

• Several suggestions for using a portable stage, stage on a trailer, or other "stage on 
wheels" to resolve temporary nature of stage & flood/maintenance concerns. i.e. the 
same strategy used for the bathrooms. 

• Opinion that any permanent structure (specifically any bathroom structure) would detract 
from the beauty of the park. Noted that abandoned park bathroom structures are 
common in the region due to maintenance requirements. Liked the trailer idea as an 
alternative. 

• Expressed that it is extremely important that all park amenities be accessible, especially 
trails and bathrooms. 

• Wanted to confirm that the new pathway would not take out any existing trees. 
o Saving existing trees re-iterated as a priority. 

• Wondered if bocce ball, horseshoe pits, or other small-court games were being 
considered for inclusion in the design.  

• Wanted to know if there could be a covered BBQ pit of some kind, for all-weather 
events. 

• Noted that, while views from the island are nice, the exception is on opposite east bank 
where empty building and empty lawn/backyards are seen. 
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• Wanted to know what the maximum occupancy of the park would be for events, esp. 
ticketed events. 

o Would there be a limit posted, similar to how gathering halls have fire-safety 
limited number of persons. 

• Another suggestion of "stage on wheels" - noted that they had seen an example of this 
function at an event at a Utica Art Museum  

• Wondered if the possibility of widening the access driveway on the west side might 
provide additional parallel parking spaces. Noted that people park there now. 

• Wanted to know if the current plans would be available for viewing online - for 
community members who were not able to attend. 

• Suggested that the design team visit the Remington Art Museum in Ogdensburg for 
inspiration. 

• Some discussion about the potential for a pedestrian connection to the GRH park on the 
north end of the island under the Rt. 11 bridge: 

o we shared that we had reviewed the engineer's feasibility study of this from 
several years before and had made sure our design did not prevent any such 
connection from being made in the future. 

o we also shared that it was our understanding that the NYSDOT had not 
supported the idea, leading to it being shelved. 

o however, during conversation another member of the public stated that they 
understood the cause of this not moving forward to be the result of a more local 
decision making process. 

• Question about the feasibility of a dedicated pedestrian bridge to provide access to the 
island. 

• Concern expressed about relying on off-site parking during events - questions about 
pedestrian safety crossing rt. 11. 

• Opinions voiced regarding the merit of the artwork currently on display. 

• Questions about utilities crossing the existing gas easement. 

• Concerns about the distribution of picnic tables. 

• Noting that several of the existing trees are dead/dying or already removed by the 
village. 

• Opinion that Bend in The River park being better suited for the hosting of large events. 

• Inquiring about the 100yr floodplain and the impacts on the design. 
• Additional anecdotes regarding the ice-flows and damage. 
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Jeni Reed <jreed@cantonny.us>

C1001636 - Village of Canton - Willow Island Project Public Session
1 message

Jeni Reed <jreed@cantonny.gov> Wed, Mar 15, 2023 at 9:07 AM
To: "Black, Katherine (DOS)" <Katherine.Black@dos.ny.gov>
Cc: Leigh Rodriguez <lrodriguez@cantonny.gov>, Michele Palmer <palmer@whithamdesign.com>

Hi Kate!

Attached please find notes and other documentation from the public information session held on 3/9/23 from 4-7pm to
discuss the progress of the Willow Island Project.

This should correlate to Task #8 for the project.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks!
Jeni

Jeni Reed
Village & Town of Canton
Economic Development Assistant
60 Main Street
Canton, NY 13617
jreed@cantonny.gov
(315) 386-2871 x6
www.cantonny.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Michele Palmer <palmer@whithamdesign.com>
Date: Tue, Mar 14, 2023 at 2:04 PM
Subject: Re: Public Info Session - Sign-in and Comment Sheet
To: Jeni Reed <jreed@cantonny.gov>
Cc: Jacob von Mechow <vonmechow@whithamdesign.com>, Leigh Rodriguez <lrodriguez@cantonny.gov>, Scott
Whitham <whitham@whithamdesign.com>, Rochelle Thewet <thewet@whithamdesign.com>

Jeni,
Please see attached the informational summary and attachments. Let us know if you have any questions.

Best, Michele
Michele Palmer, PLA, ASLA, LEED GA
Senior Associate
Landscape Architecture | Planning | Project Management
607.280.6916 | direct
142 East State Street Suite B Ithaca NY 14850
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