
VILLAGE OF CANTON, VILLAGE OF RENSSELAER FALLS and TOWN OF 
CANTON BOARD MEETING   

JOINT BOARD MEETING 
September 17, 2019 

 

Village of Canton Board Present: 

Michael Dalton, Mayor    Carol Pynchon, Deputy Mayor/Trustee 

Klaus Proemm, Trustee    Beth Larrabee, Trustee 

Sean O’Brien, Trustee     

 

Others Present: 

Sally Noble, Village Clerk/Treasurer   Cara Adams, Deputy Clerk 

Gerry Ducharme, Attorney 

 

Town of Canton Board Present: 

Mary Ann Ashley, Supervisor   Tim Danehy, Councilperson   

Jim Smith, Councilperson       Bob Washo, Councilperson  

    

PUBLIC HEARING: 

The Canton Village Board held a joint Public Hearing with the Canton Town Board, Tuesday at 

6:00pm, September 17, 2019 in the Court Room of the Municipal Building, 60 Main St. Canton, 

NY 13617.  The Board’s will take Public Comment on the proposed Joint Canton 

Comprehensive Plan.  

 

Mayor Dalton opened the Public Hearing at 6:03pm. 

 

Mayor Dalton thanked Councilperson Smith and Trustee Pynchon for being Co-Chairs of the 

Comp Plan and all of their work. 

 

Mayor Dalton stated before he could open for Public Comment the Negative Declaration would 

have to be voted on.  The Town of Canton took the lead in the SEQR. 

 

Trustee Pynchon made a motion to declare a Negative Declaration.  Trustee Larrabee seconded 

the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion Carries. 

 

Mayor Dalton opened for Public Comment. 

 

Councilperson Danehy presented a letter from John Danis, Rensselaer Falls with his written 

comments: 
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Councilperson Smith thanked Economic Developer Rodriguez for the time spent and the help 

on the Comp Plan. 

 

Supervisor Ashley thanked Economic Developer Rodriguez for submitting the paperwork for 

the first reimbursement, which was received.  

 

Mayor Hammond, Village of Rennselaer Falls informed the Board that the concerns expressed 

at the Town of Canton and Village of Rennselaer Falls Public Hearing held the night before by 

Mary Dolan have been cleared up.  Any zoning changes would go through the process of the 

Planning Board and ZBA.  

 

Mayor Dalton closed the Public Hearing at 6:11pm. 

 

JOINT MEETING               

Mayor Dalton opened the Joint Board Meeting at 6:11pm.  

 

1. Joint Ethics Code Discussion-  Trustee Pynchon stated that Supervisor Ashley and 

Mayor Dalton contacted the Ethics Committee.  The Committee submitted their 

feedback on the comments that were discussed in the last Joint Meeting.  Trustee 

Pynchon and Councilperson Danehy made changes and cleaned up a few items in the 

Ethics Code.  The Draft was submitted to the Boards. 

 

Mayor Dalton asked if the Boards were ready to take action? 

 

Councilperson Danehy stated that the there are a few items to further discuss. 

 

The Board discussed the following items from the Draft Ethics Code: 

1. Remove Section 6 and change the letters to numbers. 

2. Section 9- Real Property wording is restrictive. Board agreed to 

clear up the language. 

3. Section 19-  Composition of the Ethics Board.  Board agreed that 

the Town of Canton will appoint two members and the Village of 

Canton will appoint two members and the fifth member will be a 

mutual appointment from the Town and Village. The terms will 

be 2 year terms.  Mass appointment will start with the terms 

staggering.  

 

Supervisor Ashley asked if part-time employees are included? 

 

Trustee Pynchon answered that the employees included would be policy makers. 

 

 Councilperson Washo added, employees with purchasing abilities.   

 

Mayor Dalton informed the Board that if any employees are in a Union, the Union 

would have to review. 

 

Supervisor Ashley asked for clarification where does the Ethics Policy have to be filed?  

The Boards informed her that it is clear in the Ethics Code that it will be filed with the 

respective Clerk’s.  

 



  Village of Canton and Town of Canton Joint Board Meeting    9/17/2019 - 9 - 

 

Trustee Pynchon will make the changes discussed.  Once completed will be sent to the 

Boards and the Legal Counsel for final review. 

 

Separate Public Hearings will need to be held to add the Ethics Code to the Code. 

 

2. Discussion on the Transfer of Several Sections of Town Roads to the Village-  

Mayor Dalton stated that the Village is willing to accept the following sections of Town 

Roads into the Village. 

1. Miner Street to the Bridge 

2. Judson Street to State Hwy 310 

3. State Street Village Limits to just short of State Hwy 310 

 

After further discussion both the Town of Canton Board and Village of Canton Board 

agreed to move forward with the transfer. 

 

Village Attorney Ducharme stated that Resolutions and Orders will be discussed at the 

October meeting.  The process will be treated as an annexation. 

 

Trustee Larrabee said that the State Street piece of road will improve the safety since the 

speed limit will be able to be changed by the Pee Wee fields. 

 

3. Zoning Audit-   Mayor Dalton informed the Town Board that the Village is moving 

forward with the Zoning Audit.  He asked if the Town Board was interested in joining 

them in the Zoning Audit? 

 

Councilperson Washo stated that he has been in contact with Monica at River Street.  

Monica is going to send him over the contract.  He agreed that things should be 

consistent. 

 

Supervisor Ashley asked if the Code Officer Jeff Murray should be available for the 

audit? 

 

Trustee Pynchon stated that the Code Officer will be involved in the Committee.  The 

only thing that had to be sent for the audit is minutes and agendas from the meetings 

with zoning issues.  

 

4. Discuss Argent Annexation- Mayor Dalton reminded all that the Boards have 90 days 

from the Public Hearing to vote on the Annexation.  The Village of Canton approved the 

Resolution and Orders at their Board meeting. 

 

Attorney Ducharme stated after the Orders are filed then that starts the 90 days to hold 

the Special Election.  

 

Supervisor Ashley stated that they spoke with the Board of Elections regarding the 

election.  Board of Elections informed the Town it was their decision how they wanted 

to handle the election.  The Town is trying to figure out what the best way is.  The Town 

attorney will draw up the resolution and order for the Town.  

 

Village Board Meeting- 

1. Community Bank, NA Commitment Letter Acceptance-  Trustee Pynchon made a 

motion to approve the Community Bank, NA Commitment Letter for the loan for the 
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water project at Maple Hill.  Trustee Larrabee seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

Motion carries.  

 

Supervisor Ashley asked if the Boards would like to discuss the Comprehensive Plan?   

 

Rennselaer Falls Mayor Hammond stated that the Village of Rennselaer Falls would have 

passed the Comp Plan last night but held back thinking that they could be passed together.  

 

Trustee Pynchon stated that they need to address the issue that St. Lawrence County Planning 

Board brought up regarding the waterfront overlay in Rennselaer Falls.  She stated that the 

Waterfront Overlay needs to be reconsidered and all three municipalities need to be satisfied.  

 

After further discussion between the Town of Canton Board, Village of Canton Board and 

Mayor Hammond from Village of Rennselaer Falls, they agreed to have a follow up call with 

MJ Engineering regarding the recommendations for the Waterfront Overlay and then make the 

changes.  Trustee Pynchon and Councilperson Smith will set up the conference call. 

 

Executive Session – 

Trustee O’Brien made a motion to enter into executive session at 7:21 PM for a purpose as 

identified in Public Officers Law §105(1) (h.). Trustee Pynchon seconded the motion. All in 

favor. The motion carries.  

 

Councilperson Washo made a motion to enter into executive session at 7:21 PM for a purpose 

as identified in Public Officers Law §105(1) (h.). Councilperson Danehy seconded the motion. 

All in favor. The motion carries.  

 

 

Trustee Proemm made a motion to come out of executive session at 7:41PM. The motion was 

seconded by Trustee O’Brien. All voted in favor. The motion carries.  

 

Trustee O’Brien made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:45PM.  Trustee Proemm seconded 

the motion.  All voted in favor.  Motion carries. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Cara Adams 

Deputy Clerk  


